
Combined Classes at RVE 
 

What is a combined class? 

A combined class refers to a class that is made up of students from two grade levels. It is 

important to know that the older students in a combined class are not held back to the level of 

the younger students, nor are the younger children expected to work beyond their level of 

ability. All students follow the prescribed learning outcomes for their specific grade level, as 

they would in a straight-grade class. 

 

Why do we have combined classes at RVE? 

Combined classes are created for a variety of reasons, but mostly it is an organizational issue. 

We have class-size limits that are set by the Ministry of Education and we cannot exceed those 

numbers.  Sometimes we have too many students in one grade level for two straight classes but 

not enough to pay for the extra teacher to have three straight classes. For example, the class-

size limit at grade 2 is twenty-four. We have forty-nine students registered this year. Too many 

for two classes, but not enough to pay for three teachers of classes with only sixteen or 

seventeen students in each. 

 

How do you choose students in a combined class? 

Class lists are created by the classroom teachers with assistance from the learning assistance 

teacher, the resource teacher, the counsellor, the music/drama teacher, the teacher librarian, 

the principal, and parental input.  We look for classes with a balance of needs, a balance of boys 

and girls, and we look at peer relationships.  Creating class lists in a combined class is usually no 

different if it is a relatively even split.  We try to ensure that there are at least eight students at 

one grade level, but sometimes the numbers do not allow that to happen.  If we have to make a 

small group, we might look for a group of students who are independent workers, who would 

thrive on the opportunity to excel, who are good leaders and who work well together and enjoy 

each other's company.   

 

How will a combined class affect my child academically? 

Several studies have found that students in combined classes succeed just as well as students in 

single-grade classes and in fact, they perform better in language and reading.  The curriculum 

between grades follows a developmentally appropriate continuum, and teachers, whether they 

have a straight class or a combined class, develop programs according to the individual needs of 

the children in the class.  

 

How will a combined class affect my child socially? 

Children in multi-age classes are more likely to cooperate than compete, seeing each other 

more as individuals than competitors. Canadian studies show that children in combined classes 

have more opportunities for emotional and social growth. They learn independence and 



cooperation; they build leadership abilities as they work together and help each other. Students 

in combined classes develop decision-making skills, become more self-motivated and 

responsible, and have been found to have more positive attitudes toward school, themselves 

and others. Their perspectives are expanded by the diverse ideas and opinions of their 

classmates. 

 

How do teachers teach more than one grade at a time? 

Whether the classroom is combined or straight, teachers will have students who have a wide 

range of abilities and they will need to differentiate for all their needs.  Because the curriculum 

is on a developmentally appropriate continuum, the teacher will not always have to teach 

different lessons to different groups of students.  There are many strategies that teachers will 

use.  The teacher might introduce a common topic, then give each grade a different task or 

problem.  She might introduce the topic, set goals, and encourage students to work to the best 

of their abilities.  He might have small groups to address their specific learning needs.  As well, 

she will likely work closely with our literacy support teacher, our teacher librarian, and our 

learning assistance teacher to co-plan and co-teach lessons that bring two teachers into the 

room to decrease the teacher to student ratio. 

 

What now? 

No matter what classroom your child attends, you should get involved in your child's school life. 

Talk about school work, recess time, field trips, activities and friends.  Most importantly, get to 

know your child's teacher. Ask questions, share concerns, and if possible, volunteer in the class. 

Parents are welcome at RVE and the extra help is appreciated!  


