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Every Child Matters 
 

“In honour of residential school survivors and in memory of those who did not!” 
 
 

This day is designed to acknowledge the 150,000 school aged First Nations, Metis and Inuit 
children who were forcibly removed from their families and communities in order to attend 
residential schools.  The purpose of residential school system was to separate children from the 
influences of their parents and their community, so as to destroy their culture. Generations of 
Aboriginal children attended these schools from the 1830’s to the last residential school to close 
in 1996; tragically over 4,000 children did not make it home. 
 
Orange Shirt Day is a legacy of the St. Joseph Mission residential school in Williams Lake and 
from a story of a young girl named Phyllis whose orange shirt was taken away upon entering 
residential school. See Phyllis story at: 
http://orangeshirtday.weebly.com/phylliss-story---june-2014.html 
 
September 30th has been declared Orange Shirt Day, in recognition of the harm the residential 
school system did to children's sense of self-esteem and wellbeing, and as an affirmation of our 
commitment to ensure that everyone around us matters. 
 
You may be wondering “How do we move forward from here?” In the words of Justice Murray 
Sinclair, the Chair of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC), “educations brought us 
here, education will help us get away from this.” Public school systems frequently taught that 
First Nations people and cultures were inferior. “Because that was taught in the public schools,” 
Sinclair has said, “generation upon generation of non-Aboriginal children in this country have 
been raised to believe that Aboriginal people have been, were, and are inferior.” It is important 
for all of us to learn and understand our shared history so we can move forward with 
reconciliation. What is reconciliation? In the words of TRC, it is “based on the idea of restoring 
friendship and harmony – about resolving differences, accepting the past and working together 
for a better future. 
 
 


